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gifted students the chance to expand their 
learning experience far beyond the traditional 
classroom setting. The Honors College admits 
about 400 freshmen with an average 3.95 high 
school GPA every fall and currently has a total 
of 1,250 students who challenge themselves 
at the highest level so that they can fulfill their 
potential. Once enrolled in the Honors Col-
lege, these exceptional students enjoy the 
benefits of priority registration that ensures ac-
cess to optimal class schedules, fellowship 
and study abroad programs that provide valu-
able work experiences and enrich global per-
spectives, and specialized staff that offer 
counseling on career goals, academic 
courses, and scholarship opportunities. 

Students engage in active learning both in-
side and outside of the classroom by taking 
more challenging courses and participating in 
community action events. By providing all of 
these exciting learning opportunities to thou-
sands of bright young students through dec-
ades of dedicated hard work, the Sally 
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College has be-
come a cornerstone of the University of Mis-
sissippi, ensuring its standing as one of the 
great American public Universities. 

The National Collegiate Honors Council, 
after decades of growth and experience, con-
tinues to dedicate itself to promoting edu-
cational excellence within our nation’s colleges 
and universities while preparing students for 
successful professional careers. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing the pro-
gram’s contributions to our nation’s edu-
cational and professional communities hon-
oring its 50th anniversary. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LIBERTY COR-
NER SCHOOL FOR BEING NAMED 
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Liberty Corner School of Liberty 
Corner, New Jersey for being named a Blue 
Ribbon School by the United States Depart-
ment of Education. 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools award 
honors public and private elementary, middle 
and high schools where students perform at 
very high levels or where significant improve-
ments are being made in students’ levels of 
achievement. Liberty Corner was cited as an 
‘‘Exemplary High Performing’’ school, as 
measured by state assessments and national 
tests. This recognition is a testament to the 
outstanding work and dedication of the faculty 
and staff, as well as the efforts and successes 
of the students in creating a safe and wel-
coming school where students master chal-
lenging content. 

The curriculum at Liberty Corner School has 
prepared students to attend some of the finest 
universities in the Nation and the extra-
curricular activities, electives, leadership train-
ing and guest speakers offer students a wide 
array of academic experiences. Liberty Corner 
School’s athletic program continues to grow as 
well, both in scope and success. 

This is a prestigious award to receive and 
Liberty Corner School is a proud example of 

academic excellence and worthy of this na-
tional distinction. 
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HONORING ARTHUR WHEELOCK 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate Mr. Arthur Wheelock of 
Vernon, Connecticut on his outstanding four 
decades of teaching and coaching at Rockville 
High School. 

A lifelong Ram, Art graduated from Rockville 
High School in 1968. After attending college at 
West Virginia Wesleyan, he returned to Rock-
ville to teach physical education, a position he 
would hold for the next 42 years. Shortly after 
launching his teaching career, Art began 
coaching baseball, followed by football and 
basketball. His skills as a coach quickly 
gained notice in Vernon, and soon spread 
both across Connecticut and the nation. Scho-
lastic sports in Vernon have a rich tradition, 
with numerous state titles and a passionate 
fan base. At the state level, Art was recog-
nized as the Connecticut High School Base-
ball Coaches Association’s ‘‘Coach of the 
Year’’ in 2006, and nationally, received the 
‘‘Take Pride in America’’ award for his work in 
starting Pee Wee Sports with the Vernon Jun-
ior Women’s Club. And in 2003, Art won the 
American Baseball Coaches Association’s Re-
gional Coach-of-the-Year Award. 

Art has devoted his life to working with the 
community, leaving a significant and positive 
impact on thousands of Connecticut students. 
He has coached 758 baseball games, winning 
433, including 11 conference championships. 
In his over 41 years at Rockville High School, 
Art has coached more games than any other 
individual in the school’s history. Under his 
leadership, his students also reached three 
state championship games, and captured the 
2000 Class ‘‘L’’ title. A tireless teacher, coach, 
and mentor to Connecticut students, Art has 
demonstrated a passion for helping youth 
through sports that is unmatched. Without ex-
aggeration, Art touched the lives of thousands 
of youngsters, transforming their lives as a 
positive role model. The Vernon community is 
very fortunate to have benefited from his ex-
perience and dedication for so many years. 

Please join me in congratulating Art on a 
lifetime of service to his community, and wish-
ing him a rewarding, and well-deserved, retire-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES PAUL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and congratulate James Paul 
of Hastings, Iowa, for being inducted into the 
Iowa 4–H Hall of Fame during a ceremony at 
the Iowa State Fair. Inductees to the Hall of 
Fame have demonstrated dedication, encour-
agement, commitment, and guidance to Iowa’s 
4–H students through the years. 

James has been providing guidance and en-
couragement for youth for the past 30 years. 

He has organized workshops and challenges 
that motivate the youth to experiment in grow-
ing a variety of crops and produce. James has 
assisted over 1,000 youth and adults in devel-
oping skills in gardening. He is a farmer in 
Mills County with his wife, Harva. They have 
three children who were all active 4–H mem-
bers. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
James Paul for earning this award. He is a 
shining example of how hard work and dedica-
tion can have a positive impact on the future 
of our youth. I urge my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in congratulating James for his accom-
plishments within the 4–H community. I wish 
him nothing but continued success moving for-
ward. 

f 

HONORING MR. KENNETH R. 
JOSEPH 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
dedicated community service of Mr. Kenneth 
R. Joseph as he marks his 20th anniversary 
as a Trustee for Southwestern Illinois College. 

Mr. Joseph was elected to then Belleville 
Area College’s Board of Trustees in 1995 and 
has been continuously re-elected since that 
time. His fellow Board members chose him to 
serve as the Board’s Chair in 1999 and subse-
quently chose him to serve as the Board’s 
Vice Chair for 15 years. In addition to his 
many duties as Board Vice Chair, Mr. Joseph 
works enthusiastically with the administration, 
faculty, and staff on the Planning and Policy 
Committee. He has also served on the 
Board’s Facilities and Finance, and Personnel, 
Programs and Services committees during his 
time on the Board. Also, he has served as a 
member of the Illinois Community College 
Trustee Association Board of Representatives. 

Mr. Joseph is a retired Sheriff’s Deputy, 
having served 22 years with the St. Clair 
County Sheriff’s Department. He was a mem-
ber of the first graduating class of the South-
western Illinois Police Academy at the former 
BAC and earned his Associate in Applied 
Science Degree in Administration of Justice 
from the college as well. He earned his Bach-
elor of Arts in Criminal Justice from 
McKendree University in Lebanon. 

As a Belleville, Illinois resident, retired 
peace officer, taxpayer, husband, father of 
three, and grandfather, Mr. Joseph chose to 
pursue a seat on the Southwestern Illinois 
College Board because he believed he could 
help ensure access to quality education for 
area residents, contribute to the success of 
the community college, and contribute to the 
success and growth of the Southwestern Illi-
nois region. 

Mr. Joseph has consistently and actively 
helped SWIC maintain its longstanding ac-
creditation with the Higher Learning Commis-
sion, and achieve model-institution recognition 
from the HLC for its Academic Quality Im-
provement Program initiatives and achieve-
ments by insisting on the highest academic 
standards and state-of-the-art classroom tech-
nology. 
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During his longstanding service to the Board 

of Trustees, Mr. Joseph has been a proponent 
of capital development projects, including the 
construction of the Information Sciences Build-
ing, Liberal Arts Complex, and Schmidt Art 
Center at the Belleville Campus, and exten-
sive expansions and renovations at the Red 
Bud and Sam Wolf Granite City campuses. 

Mr. Joseph is a member of the Turkey Hill 
Grange, St. Paul United Church of Christ in 
Freeburg, Freeburg Masonic Lodge, and the 
Fraternal Order of Police—St. Clair County 
Lodge 148. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in an expression of appreciation to Mr. Ken-
neth R. Joseph for his 20 years of service as 
a Trustee of Southwestern Illinois College and 
to wish him the very best in the future. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLOOMFIELD 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Bloomfield Friends of the 
Library, located in Bloomfield Township, Essex 
County, New Jersey, as they celebrate their 
80th Anniversary. 

In 1902, the first library in Bloomfield was 
founded by a man named James Newbegin 
Jarvie. A wealthy business man, he founded 
the Jarvie Memorial Library in memory of his 
parents. At this time, the library was located in 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church. It re-
mained here until 1923, when he sold the li-
brary, complete with its collections and equip-
ment, to the Township of Bloomfield for 
$60,000. Over the course of the next four 
years, the library moved to several different 
places, until finally the Board of Trustees pur-
chased land at 90 Broad Street for $23,000, 
where it remains to this day. 

As the years passed, the library’s collections 
grew, and as the collections grew so did the 
need for more space. In 1963, the library 
began planning and fundraising, and soon 
started construction. On September 5, 1967, 
the library finally reopened. The main floor of 
the original building was now refurbished as 
the Children’s Library. The adult library had 
moved into the new addition, and the lower 
levels were now to be used as a meeting 
room and for the staff area. In 1969, the meet-
ing room was redesigned into a theater, which 
is still used today for musicals, films, lectures 
and even children’s programs. 

Presently, the Bloomfield Public Library of-
fers a wide array of services for children, 
teens, and adults. Here, one can research the 
Township’s history, look up the High School’s 
summer reading program, or look up Driving 
Permit Practice Tests. The Library also pro-
vides accommodations for the physically and 
visually impaired and for those with reading 
disabilities, among its many other services. 

Behind the scenes, keeping all of this run-
ning over the last 80 years, has been the 
Bloomfield Friends of the Library. As a matter 
of fact, in 1935, the Bloomfield Friends of the 
Library was the first in a public library in the 
East to be established, and they are the oldest 
Friends of the Library east of the Mississippi. 

The Library’s public relation’s director, Helen 
Scherff Taylor, presented the idea as she 
thought it would inspire more library services 
to the community. She was right, and the idea 
spread to the Bloomfield Chapter of the Amer-
ican Association of University Women and to 
the Women’s Club of Bloomfield who decided 
to sponsor the Friends of the Library. Less 
than a year later, the organization had their 
first meeting. 

Today, the Bloomfield Friends of the Library 
continually works to assist the library to pro-
vide and improve its facilities and services to 
the residents of Bloomfield. Some of their re-
cent accomplishments include donations for 
the purchase of books for both the Adult and 
Children’s Libraries, donations for the Audio-
visual Department for the purchase of tapes 
and DVDs, and donations for equipment such 
as computers, appliances, and copiers. It is 
also thanks to these donations that the library 
is open on Sundays. 

It is through the tireless work of the Bloom-
field Friends of the Library that the Township 
of Bloomfield and its residents continue to 
enjoy the Bloomfield Public Library. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Bloomfield 
Friends of the Public Library as they celebrate 
their 80th Anniversary. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WASCO UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Wasco Union High School District in 
honor of its centennial. 

In 1915, people from the Cleveland, Maple, 
Poplar, Wildwood, and Semitropic, and Wasco 
Elementary School Districts voted to form the 
Wasco Union High School District in their 
community. Wasco High School operated out 
of a rented auditorium-like building known as 
Wasco Hall and enrolled twenty-eight students 
during its first year. In December 2015, the 
district purchased a fifteen acre school site at 
Trogdon’s Corner. Construction began at this 
site in August 1916 and was completed in 
March 1917. Since the construction of the 
‘‘Main Building’’ several new buildings have 
been added to the campus and the student 
body has grown tremendously. 

Wasco Union High School District is now 
one of the largest high school districts in Kern 
County and covers approximately seven hun-
dred and fifty square miles. The curriculum is 
heavily focused on vocational and agricultural 
skills and boasts a one hundred and ten acre 
school farm where students can take classes 
in welding, agriculture mechanics, plant 
science, and animal care. 

Over the past century, the Wasco Union 
High School District has helped Central Valley 
children reach their full potential and become 
active and prosperous members of their com-
munities. The city of Wasco and Kern County 
as a whole are fortunate to have such a com-
mitted and successful academic institution at 
their disposal. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in celebrating Wasco Union High 
School District’s centennial. 

THE SELECTION OF DR. PAUL L. 
MODRICH AS A RECIPIENT OF 
THE 2015 NOBEL PRIZE IN CHEM-
ISTRY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate Dr. Paul L. 
Modrich, James B. Duke Professor of Bio-
chemistry at Duke University, on winning the 
2015 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

As a young man growing up in a small town 
in northern New Mexico, Dr. Modrich was in-
stilled with a curiosity and love of the natural 
world. When he was a junior in high school, 
Dr. Modrich’s father who taught high school bi-
ology, sparked his curiosity in science by sug-
gesting that he learn more about DNA. 

Dr. Modrich went on to attend the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) where 
he received his undergraduate degree in 
1968. It was at MIT while working in a lab that 
studied the genetics of viruses that infect bac-
teria, that he became interested in molecular 
genetics. After MIT, Dr. Modrich matriculated 
at Stanford University where he obtained a 
Ph.D. in 1973. 

Since then, Dr. Modrich has spent his ca-
reer studying how organisms prevent the oc-
currence of mutations in their genetic material. 
This research has led to discovering crucial in-
sights into how a living cell functions, about 
the molecular causes of several hereditary dis-
eases, and about mechanisms behind cancer 
development. This research has also contrib-
uted to better understanding exactly how DNA 
is damaged and has led to advancements in 
cancer treatments. 

The 114-year-old Nobel award, regarded as 
the most prestigious prize for chemistry re-
search, is given to recipients whose discov-
eries have conferred the greatest benefit to 
mankind. In his current post as a Professor of 
Biochemistry and Howard Hughes Medical In-
stitute Investigator at Duke University in Dur-
ham, North Carolina, Dr. Modrich continues a 
life of service through research that has im-
proved the lives of individuals. 

Dr. Modrich believes in and is a testament 
to the importance of curiosity-based research. 
He has demonstrated time and again that 
basic research leads to unanticipated results 
which have value for saving and improving the 
quality of lives. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Modrich has spent his ca-
reer on the forefront of groundbreaking re-
search that will surely continue to benefit 
health outcomes for all people. I am so 
pleased that he is being recognized for his 
truly amazing work. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Dr. Paul L. Modrich 
for winning the 2015 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MERRILL AND JOYCE 
KRUSE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 9, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Merrill 
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